[image: ]OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

[image: ]OFFICIAL

Kangaroo Harvesting Program   
FAQs for Landholders                      


What is the Kangaroo Harvesting Program (KHP)?
The KHP commenced on 1 October 2019 and helps landholders reduce issues caused by kangaroos, it makes use of the carcasses and provides an income for the trained harvesters.
The program offers landholders experiencing issues with kangaroos an alternative to the Authority to Control Wildlife (ATCW) system. Unlike the ATCW system, landholders wanting to manage kangaroos on their property through the KHP do not need to apply for a permit. 
The Victorian Government designates Harvest Zones across Victoria and assigns annual quota to each zone that specifies the number of Eastern and Western Grey kangaroos that can be controlled through the KHP in that area.
Eastern and Western Grey kangaroos can only be harvested by authorised harvesters with the landowner’s permission. The carcasses are transported to licensed processors to be processed. 
Why is there a kangaroo harvesting program?
While kangaroos are native wildlife, the Victorian Government appreciates they can have a detrimental effect on farmers, producers, and Victoria’s economy by eating crops, drinking water meant for livestock and damaging property such as fences. 
This program allows landowners to engage a harvester to control Eastern and Western Grey kangaroos. It also allows for the utilisation of kangaroo carcasses and creates economic benefit for Victoria. 
The program ensures Victoria’s Eastern and Western Grey kangaroo populations are managed in a sustainable way through set harvest quotas in line with a Kangaroo Harvest Management Plan (KHMP) and national animal welfare standards, while helping landowners manage over-abundant kangaroos.
Who is overseeing the KHP?
The program is designed and implemented by the Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions (DJSIR) in collaboration with the Game Management Authority (GMA) and the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA). 
Visit our website for further information: Kangaroo harvesting | Game Hunting | Department of Jobs, Skills, and Regions (djsir.vic.gov.au)

How do I get involved in the KHP?
If you have a problem with Eastern or Western Grey kangaroos on your property, visit our Kangaroo Harvesting Program webpage to see which Harvest Zone your property is located.
To get involved in the program as a landowner, you’ll need to register through Service Victoria.
Once registered, you can request a list of currently authorised harvesters interested in operating in your Harvest Zone.
It will be up to you to make direct contact with harvesters to organise a time and date for harvest to occur.
Authorised harvesters can control Eastern and Western Grey kangaroos on your property if they hold a quota allocation for your Harvest Zone. 
Harvesters do not charge you for their service, and landholders do not need to apply for permits. 
[bookmark: _Hlk18656119]Can you still apply for an Authority to Control Wildlife (ATCW) permit?
Yes, landowners can still apply for an ATCW, and that system operates independently of the KHP. 
An ATCW permits landowners to control wildlife, including kangaroos, on their property. However, unless specified in the conditions, the carcasses cannot be removed and used by processors.  
ATCW applicants are encouraged to access the KHP rather than apply for an ATCW.
ATCWs will continue to be administered by the Conservation Regulator at the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA). Further information is available at Wildlife management and control authorisations | Victorian Government (www.vic.gov.au)
Do I need to surrender an existing ATCW before engaging a harvester?
No, there is nothing to prevent a landholder with an ATCW to control kangaroos on their property from also engaging a harvester to harvest on their property.
However, the number of Eastern or Western Grey kangaroos approved for control under ATCWs is considered when setting quotas for the KHP. If high numbers are approved for ATCW control, the quota may be lower in the following years. You should only apply for an ATCW to undertake your control if you think you genuinely need to control more kangaroos than a harvester can harvest.
How do I arrange for a harvester to control kangaroos on my property?
Visit our Kangaroo Harvesting Program webpage to register as a landowner and receive details of harvesters operating in your Harvest Zone. Kangaroo harvesting | Game Hunting | Department of Jobs, Skills, and Regions (djsir.vic.gov.au)
What if no harvesters are operating in my area, or they won’t come onto my property?
If there are no authorised harvesters operating in your area or who can attend your property, you can apply for an ATCW from DEECA to control the kangaroos yourself.
Where are the Harvest Zones located, and what are their quotas?
Find out about Harvest Zones and quotas at our Kangaroo Harvesting Program website Kangaroo harvesting | Game Hunting | Department of Jobs, Skills, and Regions (djsir.vic.gov.au)
What if I don’t want to participate in the KHP?
Landowners do not have to participate in the KHP.
If landowners are approached by harvesters requesting to harvest Eastern or Western Grey kangaroos on their property, they are not obligated to grant that harvester permission.
Will I receive payment for kangaroos that are harvested on my land?
No, harvesters are not required to pay landowners to harvest Eastern or Western Grey kangaroos from their properties.
What information do I need to provide to the harvester?
You must provide written consent for the harvester to destroy Eastern and Western Grey kangaroos on your property. A consent form can be obtained via our Kangaroo Harvesting Program webpage.
What information should I request from a harvester before allowing them to harvest kangaroos on my property?
You need to view a copy or evidence of their authorisation to harvest Eastern and Western Grey kangaroos – either a photocopy of their authorisation or their authorised harvester e-licence on the Service Victoria app. 
It is recommended that you request evidence from the harvester that they have appropriate public liability or public indemnity insurance prior to providing permission to the harvester to harvest on your land. 
What should I do if I suspect a harvester has been engaging in illegal shooting on my property?
If you suspect a harvester on your property is acting illegally or have unauthorised harvesters accessing your property, please contact the Customer Service Centre on 136 186 to report the incident and an Authorised Officer will be in contact with you. 
I have concerns about the harvester who controlled the kangaroos on my property, what do I do?
All concerns should be reported to the Customer Service Centre on 136 186.
Non-compliance with the conditions of the KHP may result in an investigation. Any harvester that acts outside the conditions prescribed by their authorisation can have their authorisation to operate revoked and may face significant penalties.
Do I need a property identification code (PIC)?
No. You will enter the address for the harvest when you complete the Landowner or Manager consent form. 
When will a harvester have access to my property? 
You must discuss property access and times with the relevant harvester. It is up to the harvester and landowner to agree when shooting may take place.
If a harvester is shooting on your property outside of the times you have agreed to, please contact the Customer Service Centre on 136 186 or if you are in immediate danger call 000 and ask for police assistance.
Do I have to pay a harvester to manage kangaroos on my property?
No. The processor will pay the harvester upon delivery of Eastern or Western Grey kangaroo carcasses. 
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