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Conditions of licence and matchmaker declarations

Licensed matchmakers
Any adult may apply to the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board (Board) for a matchmaker licence. Every application is sent to the Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police for advice. 
The Board may issue a matchmaker licence if it is satisfied that:
· the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a licence;
· it is not contrary to the public interest to issue a licence; and
· prescribed prerequisites have been met.
A matchmaker licence remains in force for 3 years and can be renewed. A licence can be subject to any conditions determined by the Board. These conditions can be varied or revoked by the Board at any time and must be complied with by matchmakers. A matchmaker licence can be suspended or cancelled by the Board. 

It is an offence to act as a matchmaker without a licence issued by the Board. However, a person who is licensed or registered as a matchmaker in respect of professional contests in another State or Territory by a licensing authority does not need to hold a licence issued by the Board.

Matchmakers are required to comply with:

· Matchmaker Licence Conditions;
· the Board’s Code of Conduct;
· the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Act 1985 - https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/professional-boxing-and-combat-sports-act-1985/033;  
· the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Regulations 2018 - https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/statutory-rules/professional-boxing-and-combat-sports-regulations-2018/001; and
· the Board’s Rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria - https://djsir.vic.gov.au/combat-sports/rules. 
Matchmaker licence conditions
These conditions are general in application and the Board may make any further conditions specific to an individual matchmaker’s licence as it sees fit. The Board will write to you to make you aware of any such conditions.
These conditions may be varied or revoked by the Board at any time. The Board will write to you to make you aware of any such variations or revocations.
Failure to comply with the conditions set out below may result in the Board varying the conditions of your licence, suspending or cancelling your licence. 
A licensed matchmaker must comply with the following:
1. Ensure your licence is current. If you hold a current licence as a matchmaker with another Australian licensing authority, you do not need to be licensed in Victoria. You must provide proof of any interstate licence.

2. Ensure you comply with the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria.

3. Ensure contestants are registered in Victoria or with another Australian licensing authority as a professional contestant or are eligible to be so registered.

4. Ensure that you do not propose matching contestants who are under a medical suspension or a ban by a registration authority or a drug testing authority.

5. Ensure all contestants are adequately matched (see below).

6. Ensure that female contestants are not matched against male contestants.

7. Ensure you provide the promoter with the names of the trainer(s) for each contestant.

8. Obtain the assurance of the trainer or manager of a contestant that they will be prepared for the contest on the due date and within the weight limit.
Matchmaker declarations
A matchmaker must have experience in the industry and a good knowledge of professional contestants and their relative skills. 
It is expected that matchmakers will review contestants’ previous competition records and results to ensure that contestants are not subject to medical suspensions and provide explanations of proposed matchups if required.
Completion of a matchmaker declaration will be required for Board consideration should any of the following criteria apply: 
· The contest features one or both international contestants.
· Either contestant returns to professional competition after a break of 18 months or longer.
· At least one contestant has lost 3 of their last 6 professional contests or sustained repeated losses.
· If one or both contestants are changing weight class.
· Or other factors as determined by the Board.
A declaration provides the Board with details from which an assessment can be made of the adequacy and suitability of proposed matchups and the rationale used to safeguard contestant safety and the integrity of the contest.
Consideration of proposed matchups
All matchmaking will be scrutinised by the Board. A matchup will not be deemed adequate and will not proceed to a contest unless and until it is scrutinised by the Board and no objections are raised to the matchup.
In considering a matchup, the Board will take into account a range of factors, including:
· The prior performances of individual contestants.
· The ability of contestants to effectively defend themselves so that safety considerations are taken into account.
· Experience.
· Skillset.
· Stylistic compatibility. 
· Physical attributes. 
· Conditioning.
· Overall preparation.
· Proven record at the proposed weight class and scheduled distance.
The Board will consider any other information volunteered by the matchmaker.
If the proposed contest was matched at short notice (less than 14 days before the promotion), the matchmaker must provide a detailed explanation as to why both contestants are deemed adequately prepared to compete under such circumstances.
Code of Conduct
Licensed matchmakers are expected to exhibit exemplar standards at all times and not engage in:
· Violent, threatening, obscene, indecent or abusive language or behaviour.
· Vilification of any kind towards another person.
· Discrimination against another person based on their age, gender or sexual orientation.
· Discrimination against another person based on their race, culture, religion or any other personal characteristic (protected or otherwise).
· Sexual harassment, intimidation or victimisation of another person.
· Competition manipulation and gambling on any activity that you are directly or indirectly connected to.
· Improper use of drugs and medicines.
· Conduct that is detrimental to the reputation or interests of the boxing and combat sports industry.
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