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Video Transcript
2025-26 Premier’s Awards for Health and Medical Research
Dr Karyn Ferguson – Aboriginal Researcher undertaking research in any field of health and medical research Award
Vision: Dr Karyn Ferguson speaking
Dr Karyn Ferguson
My name's Karyn Ferguson, and I work at the University of Melbourne, where I lead work on research around Aboriginal health outcomes on community. Specifically, Yorta Yorta Country in the Goulburn Valley.
Vision: Title: 2025-26 Premier’s Awards for Health and Medical Research; Celebrating the achievements of Victoria’s early career health and medical researchers. Dr Karyn Ferguson – Aboriginal Researcher undertaking research in any field of health and medical research Award.
Vision: Title: Why did you become a health or medical researcher?
Vision: Dr Karyn Ferguson speaking
Dr Karyn Ferguson
I've worked in primary health care settings and also in the hospital setting, and I just feel like research was where you can make a difference, where research meets policy.
Vision: Shots of a sign showing the Kaiela Institute. Shots of the façade of the Kaiela Institute building with Dr Karyn Ferguson entering the building. Shots of Dr Karyn Ferguson working at a computer within the building.
Dr Karyn Ferguson
Also, I was really interested in the way in which we can apply and practice Aboriginal data sovereignty.
So, if we understand what's happening in health services by using data, then we have an opportunity to change health programs, health policies and system reform so that they better cater for Aboriginal women and babies.
Vision: Title: Please introduce your nominated research project. What problem is it addressing?
Vision: Dr Karyn Ferguson speaking
Dr Karyn Ferguson
So my research project is titled Gana Burrai, and that's a Yorta Yorta word meaning ‘mother and baby’.
Vision: Shots of the Gana Burrai project, including maps of Yorta Yorta Country, local government boundaries and health facility locations.
Dr Karyn Ferguson
And what it is, is a data linkage project, that links a lot of administrative and health data sources across Yorta Yorta Country.
And it's looking at maternal and birth outcomes for Aboriginal women and babies.
So one of the things that the project addressed was, the government jurisdictions that are overlaid on traditional country boundaries. So for my project, which was focused on the Goulburn Valley, on traditional Yorta Yorta Country, it's actually, carved up by lots of different government jurisdictions.
Therefore, we never get a clear picture or a clear understanding through data of what's happening to Aboriginal families on country.
So I collected data from health services that were located across country, and generated a data set that spoke directly to what's happening in our community.
Vision: Title: What have been the project’s results?
Vision: Dr Karyn Ferguson speaking
Dr Karyn Ferguson
So one of the key findings were that Aboriginal births were significantly underestimated, on country over the ten-year period.
Vision: Shots of the Gana Burrai project data linkage, graphics and bar charts
Dr Karyn Ferguson
By linking these data sets, it gave us the opportunity to give us a longitudinal view of what was happening on country so that models of care could be adapted to look after Aboriginal women and babies better.
So that means better care, better targeted care and care that's appropriate to the reality of Aboriginal life.
Vision: Title: How could this project make a difference to people’s lives?
Vision: Dr Karyn Ferguson speaking
Dr Karyn Ferguson
So this work has the potential to fundamentally change how we provide care for Aboriginal families.
Vision: Shots of Munarra Centre for Regional Excellence. Shots of paving showing Yorta Yorta title, shots of Dr Karyn Ferguson working with a colleague within the Munarra Centre for Regional Excellence.
Dr Karyn Ferguson
For communities, it means stronger visibility and more agency and control how their data is used. By being correctly identified in the data, it means that policy can be more appropriately tailored to our people.
Vision: Dr Karyn Ferguson speaking
Dr Karyn Ferguson
It means that policy and program reform can occur so that it’s addressing the needs of Aboriginal women and babies.
Vision: Title: 2025-26 Premier’s Awards for Health and Medical Research. Victoria State Government logo, Australian Society for Medical Research logo. Celebrating the achievements of Victoria’s early career health and medical researchers.
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