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Conditions of licence and responsibilities

Licensed referees, judges and timekeepers
Any adult may apply to the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board (Board) for a referee, judge or timekeeper licence. Every application is sent to the Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police for advice. 
The Board may issue a referee, judge or timekeeper licence if it is satisfied that:
· the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a licence;
· it is not contrary to the public interest to issue a licence; and
· prescribed prerequisites have been met.
A referee, judge or timekeeper licence remains in force for 3 years and can be renewed. A licence can be subject to any conditions determined by the Board. These conditions can be varied or revoked by the Board at any time and must be complied with by referees, judges and timekeepers. A referee, judge or timekeeper licence can be suspended or cancelled by the Board. 

It is an offence to act as a referee, judge or timekeeper without a licence issued by the Board. However, the following persons do not need to hold a licence issued by the Board:

· a person resident outside the Commonwealth who is nominated by a boxing body or combat sport body outside the Commonwealth to act as a referee or judge for a professional contest in Victoria; and
· a person who is licensed or registered as a referee, judge or timekeeper in respect of professional contests in another State or Territory by a licensing authority.
Referees, judges and timekeepers are required to comply with:

· Referee, Judge and Timekeeper Licence Conditions;
· the Board’s Code of Conduct;
· the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Act 1985 - https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/professional-boxing-and-combat-sports-act-1985/033;  
· the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Regulations 2018 - https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/statutory-rules/professional-boxing-and-combat-sports-regulations-2018/001; and
· the Board’s Rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria - https://djsir.vic.gov.au/combat-sports/rules. 
Referee, Judge and Timekeeper licence conditions
These conditions are general in application and the Board may make any further conditions specific to a referee, judge or timekeeper licence as it sees fit. The Board will write to you to make you aware of any such conditions.

These conditions may be varied or revoked by the Board at any time. The Board will write to you to make you aware of any such variations or revocations. 

Failure to comply with the conditions set out below may result in the Board varying the conditions of your licence, suspending or cancelling your licence.
Referee licence conditions
A licensed referee must comply with the following:
1. Ensure your licence is current and up to date.
2. Ensure your licence is displayed at all times.
3. If you are appointed as a referee, you must notify the Board immediately if you have a conflict of interest. This may include training a contestant, training at the promoter’s gym etc.
4. Ensure your knowledge of the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria is up to date and current.
5. Ensure you comply with the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria.
6. Ensure you arrive at the promotion 1 hour prior to the promotion start time.
7. Report to a Board member.
8. Ensure you have the appropriate attire - black pants, white or black shirt, black shoes. A bow tie is optional. 
9. Must attend pre-fight briefing with Board member(s) and all officials prior to the commencement of the first contest.
10. Must attend post-fight briefing convened by Board member(s) and be prepared to discuss individual bouts, decisions and scores. All officials are expected to keep notes throughout the promotion to inform this discussion.
11. Ensure that contestants are only accompanied in the ring by a licensed trainer.
12. Do not move injured contestants. Call the medical practitioner who will follow the Medical Evacuation Plan.
Judge licence conditions
A licensed judge must comply with the following:
1. Ensure your licence is current and up to date.
2. Ensure your licence is displayed at all times.
3. If you are appointed as a judge, you must notify the Board immediately if you have a conflict of interest. This may include training a contestant, training at the promoter’s gym etc.
4. Ensure your knowledge of the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria is up to date and current.
5. Ensure you comply with the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria.
6. Ensure you arrive at the promotion 1 hour prior to the promotion start time.
7. Report to a Board member.
8. Ensure you have the appropriate attire - black pants, white or black shirt, black shoes. A bow tie is optional.
9. Must attend pre-fight briefing with Board member(s) and all officials prior to the commencement of the first contest.
10. Must attend post-fight briefing convened by Board member(s) and be prepared to discuss individual bouts, decisions and scores. All officials are expected to keep notes throughout the promotion to inform this discussion.
Timekeeper licence conditions
A licensed timekeeper must comply with the following:
1. Ensure your licence is current and up to date.
2. Ensure your licence is displayed at all times.
3. If you are appointed as a timekeeper, you must notify the Board immediately if you have a conflict of interest. This may include training a contestant, training at the promoter’s gym etc.
4. Ensure your knowledge of the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria is up to date and current.
5. Ensure you comply with the Board’s rules for the conduct of professional contests in Victoria.
6. Ensure you arrive at the promotion 1 hour prior to the promotion start time.
7. Report to a Board member.
8. Ensure you have the appropriate attire - black pants, white or black shirt, black shoes. A bow tie is optional.
9. Must attend pre-fight briefing with Board member(s) and all officials prior to the commencement of the first contest.
10. Must attend post-fight briefing convened by Board member(s) and be prepared to discuss individual bouts, decisions and scores. All officials are expected to keep notes throughout the promotion to inform this discussion.
Referee, Judge and Timekeeper responsibilities
Referees, judges, and timekeepers (licensed officials) play a significant role in ensuring contestant safety and upholding the highest level of integrity. The licence conditions and responsibilities of all licensed officials are the minimum standards expected in fulfilling the role of a referee, judge, or timekeeper. 

Licensed officials’ responsibilities include:

· Ensure you are proficient in the understanding and application of all rules and scoring systems as they apply to your role and those rules are applied fairly and without bias, or influence.  
· Remain impartial when performing duties and apply 100% concentration for the whole of each round.  
· In the event that an official is not able to carry out all  as outlined, they must alert the attending Board member immediately.  
Code of conduct
Licensed officials are expected to exhibit exemplar standards at all times and not engage in: 

· Violent, threatening, obscene, indecent or abusive language or behaviour. 
· Vilification of any kind towards another person. 
· Discrimination against another person based on their age, gender or sexual orientation. 
· Discrimination against another person based on their race, culture, religion or any other personal characteristic (protected or otherwise).  
· Sexual harassment, intimidation or victimisation of another person.
· Competition manipulation and gambling on any activity that you are directly or indirectly connected to.
· Improper use of drugs and medicines.
· Conduct that is detrimental to the reputation or interests of the boxing and combat sports industry.  
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