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[bookmark: _Toc160459885]A message from the Chair
I am pleased to provide this report on behalf of the Board to highlight the extent of progress and key achievements over the last 12 months. The Board has sought to align its resources to achieve maximum impact through regulating a consistently large program of promotions, operating in an environment with increasing key stakeholder and community expectations in relation to health and safety, while addressing the government’s priority activities outlined in the Statement of Expectations (SoE). 
Over the last 12 months the Board has:
· sought to formalise and modernise its governance framework and policies;
· worked proactively to support the State Coroner’s Inquest and recommendations into the death of Shane Tuck;
· established a structured and consistent approach to promote contestant safety from the time of initial application and through application of modified rules where required to accommodate competency and skills;
· supported the work of Medical Advisory Sub-Committee through the development of its work program and the appointment of a research expert to address priority health and safety issues;
· commenced structured and ongoing engagement with the sector; and 
· taken a range of actions and decisions to strengthen the integrity of the regulatory approach to the sport. 
(Alan Clayton PSM)
Introduction
The 2023-24 Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board (Board) Report is the initial annual report provided in response to 2023-25 SoE issued by the Victorian Government. 
The SoE articulates Government’s priority areas of focus, highlighting its expectations of the Board in contributing to the review of the regulatory and self-regulatory frameworks in place for combat sports and the digitisation of the Board’s licensing, permit and registration system. It also emphasises a commitment to the promotion of contestant safety, a responsive approach in addressing coronial findings, effective engagement and education of stakeholders, applying good governance principles and the highest regulatory standards to ensure the safety and integrity of the sport. 
Legal framework
Professional boxing and combat sports in Victoria is regulated under the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Act 1985 (the Act) and the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Regulations 2018 (the Regulations) to promote safety, reduce the risk of malpractice and uphold industry integrity.
The Board is the principal regulatory body responsible for ensuring that standards are upheld, community expectations are met and contestant safety is prioritised.
· Safety 
Critical consideration of contestant competency at baseline and ongoing suitability
The Board is legally required to promote contestant safety. The legislation requires that all prospective participants must provide the Board with evidence of competency and medical confirmation of health status to satisfy the Board of their eligibility to register as a professional contestant. Registration requirements include ongoing medical assessments and testing, compliance with the Board’s Rules for competitions and adherence to non-fight periods. The Board can cancel or suspend a contestant’s registration if the Board considers that it is not in the interests of the health and safety of a contestant to engage in professional contests. During the period the Board cancelled one professional contestant registration on the basis that it was not in the interests of their health and safety to continue to engage in professional contests[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  This decision is being appealed in VCAT.] 

Modified rules for corporate promotions and exhibition bouts
In recognition of the increasingly prevalent practice of convening ‘corporate promotions’ and ‘exhibition bouts’ involving celebrities and participants who are not sufficiently skilled to compete in professional contests but meet certain legal definitions that require the Board’s regulation, modified rules and clarification of the Board’s requirements have been developed to ensure participant safety, while allowing showcasing of the discipline consistent with the Board’s legal requirements. 
Medical Advisory Sub-Committee
The Medical Advisory Sub-Committee (MASC) to the Board has become an important advisory mechanism to support the Board in its consideration and implementation of measures to enhance contestant safety. 
Membership of the MASC consists of:
· Alan Clayton, Chair of the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board
· Christopher Shen, Member of the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board
· Professor Tissa Wijerathe, Neurologist – https://www.tissawijeratne.net/
· Associate Professor Christopher Barnes, Haematologist and Ringside Physician - Assoc. Prof. Chris Barnes - Australian Clinical Labs
During the reporting period the MSAC was instrumental in supporting the Board’s response to findings and recommendations made by the State Coroner of Victoria in the Shane Tuck Inquest about the association of repetitive brain trauma (not necessarily with a concussion diagnosis) and the causal relationship of the increased risk of developing traumatic brain injury (TBI), including chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE).  This analysis informed the development and finalisation of TBI/concussion education videos for the sector and will continue to inform the consideration of potential future rule changes and/or the introduction of additional safety measures in the interests of contestants' short and longer-term health and safety. This will include a medically informed approach to identify and support contestants’ transition to retirement and further research to inform revisions to the Board’s concussion management and non-fight period protocols.
The MASC facilitated structured engagement between the Board and the community of ringside doctors regarding ringside medical etiquette and the Board’s requirements for promoting contestant safety. This resulted in the Board, on advice from the MASC, issuing its statement of requirements to ringside doctors  and will lead to targeted recruitment and ongoing professional development of ringside doctors and second medical officers in 2024-2025.
Over the period, the MASC has successfully finalised and satisfied the ethics and access requirements to secure all case studies and data files from the national coronial information system to support its research into combat sport related deaths in Australia and New Zealand over the last 20 years. Access to the coronial information was endorsed by the State Coroner of Victoria who has encouraged sharing any research insights that may result in preventable deaths in combat sport settings. Completion of this thematic analysis is a priority project in 2024-2025.
Bespoke traumatic brain injury and concussion education videos for the sector:
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· Integrity 

Licence holders must be held to the highest standards
Licensed officials (referees, judges, timekeepers, trainers, promoters and match-makers) play a significant role in ensuring contestant safety and upholding the highest levels of integrity. The Board specifies the duties and conditions of all licensed officials as the minimum standards expected in fulfilling their roles during the three-year term of their licence. 

The legislation requires that all licence applications are provided to Victoria Police for assessment of suitability to be granted a licence. Applicants are assessed through consideration as a fit and proper person and that it would not be contrary to the public interest to issue them a licence.  
During the last 12 months, the Board has had a number of discussions with Victoria Police to ensure that the Board can adequately take into account the advice of Victoria Police and its responses to applicants who are not assessed as fit and proper and/or in the public interest to be awarded a licence, particularly given that the legislation requires the Board to give special consideration to the advice received from the Chief Commissioner. During the reporting period four applications of the 61 considered were not supported by the Board on the basis of Victoria Police’s assessment[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  One applicant is appealing this decision in VCAT.] 

The legislation provides the Board with the power to hold an Inquiry to determine whether licensees continue to meet probity requirements, particularly if the Chief Commissioner advises the Board that it is no longer of the view that the person is fit and proper or it is not in the public interest for the person to hold a licence. During the last 12 months the Board convened one Inquiry and subsequently cancelled a promoter’s licence informed by the advice of the Chief Commissioner.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  This decision is being appealed in VCAT.] 


Integrity of contests 
The Board has prioritised an elevated focus on match-making over the last 12 months, clarifying its expectations of licensed match-makers who are responsible for proposing match-ups of contestants that are premised on protecting contestant safety and ensuring the integrity of a proposed contest. The Board has clarified the criteria that it considers when assessing proposed match-ups and the circumstances in which it will require additional explanation from match-makers as to the suitability of proposed match-ups. Over the reporting period, the Board assessed and approved 652 proposed match-ups and sought additional rationale for about 10% of match-ups. The Board ultimately rejected about 1% of the total final match-ups proposed on the basis of this consistent approach. 
Integrity of outcomes of contests
The Board’s practice of post promotion meetings with licensed officials and ringside doctors provides an important opportunity for referees and judges to share insights and learnings as well as establish transparent accountability for decisions made and actions taken that directly relate to the outcome of each contest, including where injuries could have been prevented. This has enabled the Board to provide ongoing feedback to referees and judges and improve arrangements and responsibilities for responding and managing injured contestants.
The Board’s Rules provide for applications for decision reviews of contest outcomes and over the period the Board reviewed six decisions and upheld the decision of the referee in all cases with one exception. The Board’s review of a contest held in May 2023 was a complex process that resulted in the Board overturning the referee’s decision which changed the outcome from awarding a win to one professional boxer to a no contest outcome for this competition. This was the first time the Board had taken such a decision and demonstrated the Board’s thorough consideration and accountability of ensuring the licensed officials and ringside doctors correctly apply the Board’s Rules to professional contests.
Victoria Police – Sport Integrity and Intelligence Unit and Organised Crime Unit
The Board continued to work closely with the relevant local area commands of Victoria Police and the Sport Integrity and Intelligence Unit within the Organised Crime Unit in assessing and mitigating safety and integrity risks associated with regulating combat sports. 
The Chair engaged with the Deputy Commissioner - Public Safety and Security and Assistant Commissioner - Intelligence and Covert Support Command as a precursor to the development of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Board and Victoria Police that will codify the roles and responsibilities of both parties in regulating combat sports. 
Sport Integrity Network
The Board is represented at the Sport Integrity Network, alongside representatives from law enforcement, regulatory bodies, state sporting associations, Victorian-based national sports associations, the Victorian racing industry, and leading sports academics. The Chair regularly attends these network meetings as it provides a valuable platform for the Victorian sports sector to share knowledge and intelligence.
Industry engagement 
The Board has developed and commenced implementation of its structured communication and engagement plan with stakeholders to raise awareness and understanding of the role of the regulator and its priority focus on contestant safety and upholding integrity. 
Targeted engagement sessions were convened, and all ringside doctors, licensed promoters and match-makers, trainers and referees/judges were invited to provide an opportunity to voice challenges and ideas. The sessions were well attended and received, and the feedback provided has informed the Board’s priority focus on supporting and building the capacity of ringside doctors, referees and judges through a commitment to establishing clear accreditation criteria, pathways and recruitment opportunities to ensure sustainability, regulatory rigour and the highest performance and compliance standards. 
The Board has committed to facilitating these sessions on an ongoing basis as an opportunity for the sector to have structured access to Board members and share relevant insights about priorities and challenges. The Board has established a periodic newsletter, titled Board Rounds, as another mechanism to share information updates to the sector about matters relevant to the Board’s role in regulating professional boxing and combat sports in Victoria.
The Chair has attended and presented at several industry forums, including recognised combat sport amateur bodies, highlighting the Board’s priorities specific to regulation, safety, and integrity and the opportunities for alignment in the approach to contestant safety. 
Board Rounds issued to the sector over the last 12 months:
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Coronial investigation
Inquest into the death of Shane Tuck
In December 2023, the State Coroner of Victoria released his findings following the inquest into the death of Shane Tuck. The inquest highlighted the safety risks to athletes who train and compete in contact sports, specifically, the risks associated with repetitive head knocks, TBIs (including concussion) and CTE. 
The Chair appeared as a witness at the inquest in July 2023 and provided two statements, presenting evidence of the Board’s progress and position in implementing measures recommended by Sports Medicine Australia and observations from the Court’s expert witness Dr Robert Cantu about the Board’s approach to raising awareness of the risks associated with TBI including concussion. 
The Board collaborated with the Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions in the preparation of a response to the State Coroner’s recommendations and highlighted the action it had taken to broaden its concussion education materials to capture the risks of TBI and CTE. 
The Board is actively progressing consideration of other recommendations relating to research evidence and effective medical interventions that may inform rule or practice changes that can achieve better health and safety outcomes for contestants and will look to share its insights and any subsequent educational and care/treatment responses across the professional and amateur sectors.
Supporting the Government’s 2023-2024 investment in combat sports
Regulatory review
The Board has actively participated in the regulatory review commissioned by the Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions to examine and assess the current regulatory framework for professional contests and self-regulatory framework for training and amateur contests in Victoria. It has participated in consultations and provided a submission that highlights key issues that should be considered as part of this regulatory review. The submission has called for a review of resourcing to ensure the Board is able to fulfil operational functions and progress its commitment to respond to a range of safety issues alongside a growing operational workload, while ensuring mechanisms are in place to deliver high standards of compliance and respond to emerging scientific research and community expectations about contestant and participant health and safety.
Digitisation of the registration, licence and permit system
The development of the Board’s digital registration, licence and permit system has been supported and welcomed by the Board who have been forecasting updates and release dates to the sector over the last 12 months. The digital system will produce efficiencies for the Board’s workflow and considerations that will be realised in the next reporting period.
Website
Development of the Board’s independently branded website has been another priority focus and a necessary pre-cursor to the release of the Board’s digital registration, licence and permit system and improved communication materials for the sector.
Operations – BP3 targets
The combat sport sector has continued to experience a strong recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Over the reporting period, the Board approved 619 contestant registrations, licences, and permits, resulting in a 12.5% increase over the BP3 target for the year. A total of $136,992 was generated in revenue from the payment of associated application fees.

Figure 1 provides a 3-year comparison of the summation of all registrations, licences, and permits against the BP3 target, demonstrating a consistency in above targets being sustained. 

Operations – trends in combat sport disciplines
The Board supervised 58 professional promotions during the reporting period. Promotions consist of several combat sports disciplines including boxing, mixed martial arts (MMA), Muay Thai, K1, and Kickboxing. A breakdown of promotion by discipline is provided below.
Boxing continues to represent the largest percentage of professional promotions, however in 2023-24, there was a relative increase in Muay Thai promotions (+6%) and a relative reduction in MMA promotions (-9%) compared to the previous financial year. 

Of the 58 promotions held in 2023-24, 95% were conducted in metropolitan Melbourne and 5% were conducted in regional locations such as Sale, Traralgon and Geelong. 
Operations – safety threats 
The Board is required to ensure that its officials and members are in a safe work environment, consistent with its obligations under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004. During the reporting period there was one occasion where the participation of a registered contestant and the planned attendance of their associates posed an unacceptable risk to the health and safety of the workforce and the general public. The promotion venue was targeted by an arson attack at the Furlan Club in Thornbury on 22 February 2024, 48 hours prior to the approved boxing promotion, resulting in the venue being deemed unsafe to host a public event. The Board subsequently did not approve a permit for this promotion to be held at an alternative event given the continued participation of the contestant posed an unacceptable safety risk.

The Board continues to liaise closely with Victoria Police to assess, mitigate and address safety risks associated with participants and spectators attending promotions.
Board meetings
Board meetings are scheduled on a monthly basis to consider a range of operational, governance, policy and risk management matters. During the reporting period, extraordinary meetings were also convened to resolve matters requiring additional focused discussion or immediate resolution. 
The Board has developed and adopted a range of formal governance policies over the last 12 months to ensure application of good governance principles in executing its responsibilities. The completion of Board policies as well as the implementation of consistent procedures has enabled it to improve the transparency and quality of its decision-making practices. 
Table 2. Board members attendance at Board meetings, weigh-ins and promotions in 2023-24.
	Name
	Board meetings attended*
	Weigh-ins supervised
	Promotions 
supervised

	Alan Clayton
	16
	13
	12

	Stephen Bunce
	16
	14
	14

	Daniel Cairnes
	15
	12
	16

	Uyen Ha (appointed Mar 2024)
	6
	1 
	7

	Neil Sjostrom
	15
	11
	18

	Angela McLaren (July 2023-Feb 2024)
	9
	2
	7

	Michael Ashton (July 2023-Mar 2024)
	6
	5
	13

	Sussan Thomas
	10
	0
	0


       
 *Board meetings include monthly and extraordinary meetings.


Board membership
During the reporting period, there were several Board member appointments resulting from vacancies generated on the Board.
· Daniel Cairnes was appointed for a third term.
· Uyen Ha was appointed to replace outgoing member Michael Ashton.
· Christopher Shen was appointed to replace outgoing member Angela McLaren. 
Table 3: Board membership as at 30 June 2024
	Name
	Position
	Gender
	Period of appointment
	Term

	Alan Clayton
	Chair
	Man
	02/05/2023 – 01/05/2026
	First term

	Stephen Bunce
	Member
	Man
	21/04/2023-20/04/2026
	First term

	Daniel Cairnes
	Member
	Man
	01/08/2023-31/07/2026
	Third term

	Uyen Ha
	Member
	Woman
	04/03/2024 – 04/03/2027
	First term

	Christopher Shen
	Member
	Man
	22/06/2024 – 21/06/2027
	First term

	Neil Sjostrom
	Member
	Man
	08/07/2021 - 07/07/2024
	First term

	Sussan Thomas
	Member 
(serving police officer)
	Woman
	01/09/2022 – 31/08/2025
	Second Term



Board member Biographies
Alan Clayton PSM (Chair)

Mr Clayton is the Principal of Clayton Contracting Services which offers a range of strategic management services to Government services. His prior roles include Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Greyhound Racing Victoria, where he implemented major reforms in Victoria’s greyhound racing industry and inaugural CEO of Court Services Victoria. He has also held positions with the Victorian Government as an Executive Director (Department of Human Services) and Deputy Secretary (Police, Emergency Services and Corrections). He was appointed to the Board in May 2023.

Stephen Bunce JD BBus GDLP GAICD MIPA

Stephen Bunce is a barrister at the Victorian Bar. Prior to this he worked for over a decade as CEO of a non-profit medical research institute and has also worked in various consulting and regulatory affairs roles. He holds a Bachelor of Business (Information Systems), a Juris Doctor and is currently completing a Master of Laws at the University of Melbourne. He is on various boards and committees including the Medicolegal Society of Victoria, the Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board of Victoria and the Western District Health Service. Stephen is a member of the Victorian Bar, the Institute of Public Accountants and the Australian Institute of Company Directors. Stephen has a lifelong passion for combat sports and has trained and competed in various combat sports at the amateur level. He was appointed to the Board in April 2023.





Daniel Cairnes

Mr Cairnes currently works in the commercial construction industry and is a graduate of the Royal Military College, Duntroon. He holds both a trade qualification and has completed an MBA (Exec). Mr Cairnes served in the Australian Defence Force for over a decade where he fulfilled a variety of regimental, training and operational appointments as an Army Officer. His interest in combat sports is derived from military service where he instructed in defensive tactics that are based on BJJ techniques and incorporate military weapon systems and equipment. He was first appointed to the Board in August 2017 and has served two terms. 

Uyen Ha

Ms Ha is a retired professional MMA athlete, former Australian National Team wrestler and fight coach. Ms Ha is a lawyer and brings a passion for progressing combat sports in Victoria. She was first appointed to the Board in March 2024.  

Christopher Shen

Mr Shen is a psychologist, wrestling coach, and former combat sports referee. He has represented Australia in freestyle and greco-roman wrestling and officiated for the Ultimate Fighting Championship mixed martial arts sports league. Mr Shen holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Monash University and since 1996 he has partnered with organisations across the private, public, educational, and sport sectors to deliver psychology solutions, executive coaching, leadership development, resilience programs, and mental health treatment and support. He was first appointed to the Board in June 2024.

Neil Sjostrom
Mr Sjostrom is senior lecturer at Torrens University - Bachelor of Health Science (Clinical Myotherapy) and Sessional Lecturer at Chisolm Institute in Certificate III & IV in Fitness and Sports and Recreation programs. Owner and operator of Functional Therapies, specialising as a strength conditioning coach to prevent injury and support rehabilitation. Expert coach, including the Australian Women’s boxing champion. He was appointed to the Board in July 2021.

Sussan Thomas

Ms Thomas is the current Victoria Police representative on the PBCSB. Her career with Victoria Police has involved various roles from frontline duties and detective duties at various ranks, where she has investigated serious and complex crimes (family violence, armed crime, sex crimes and sporting integrity). Ms Thomas holds a bachelor’s degree in applied science (Human Movement) and an Advanced Diploma in Executive Leadership. She was first appointed to the Board in September 2019.


Total annual approvals v BP3 targets

Total Registrations, Licences and Permits	2021-22	2022-23	2023-24	583	845	619	BP3 Target	 BP3 Target= [VALUE]

2021-22	2022-23	2023-24	550	550	550	Year


Approved registrations, licences and permits




Breakdown of promotions by discipline in 2023-24
Column1	43% 
Boxing 
21%
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)
21%
Muay Thai
15%
Mixed discliplines

Boxing	MMA	Muay Thai	Mixed	26	13	11	9	Column2	Boxing	MMA	Muay Thai	Mixed	Column3	Boxing	MMA	Muay Thai	Mixed	Column4	Boxing	MMA	Muay Thai	Mixed	Column5	Boxing	MMA	Muay Thai	Mixed	Column6	Boxing	MMA	Muay Thai	Mixed	
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Information update from the Professional Boxing

and Combat Sports Board

“The Professional Boxing and Combat Sports
Board i isuing this information updatc

st what will b regular upeltes
o mattcrs relevant t the Bosrd'srolein the
regulation of professional boxing and combat
sportsin Victoria.

Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board
Board mersbership has undergone some changes
with the addion of 3 new Chair s two new

mermbers this year.
Alan Clayton was appeinted as Chairin
2023 replcing Simone Bailey who joined
the bord in 2015 and servee as Chairperson for
the last six years. Alan hassigrifcant regultory
experience, working in courts,correctons, child
protection, disabilty services, gambling and
reyhound racing and as Chir of the Board
s commitied to facltating a vibrant program
of promotons where the health and safty of
contestants and the highest standarcs o
integityare at the centre o the Boards focus.
‘Alan s joined by Stephen Bunce s
Angela MeLaren who were appointed in

Apriland June this year: Stcphen s a mermber
of the Victorian Bar and has  ifclong
passion o combat sport, having trained and
competed n various combat sports a the
amatcur level. Angels’s professionsl expericnce
spans government regulation, private and not
for profitsectors and she brings 3 knovledge
and keen intest i combat sports They are
complementary addiions to Mick Ashton,
Dan Cairnes, Neil Sjostrom and Sussan
Thomas (Victoria Polce) as cxsting members.
of the Board.
Mandate - integrity and contestant health
and safety
Recenty the V
seitcrated s expectations o the Board,
“Essntial regultion of profesional boxing
and combat sports must casurethe integrity and
s o the industry and priort the healdh
and safey of contestants”
P Betson, Deputy Sccretary Sport and the
Experience Economy; Deparment of Jobs,
Skills, Industey and Regions.

ian State Government

Traumatic brain injury
“The Board particpatedin the recet public
hesring s par ofthe Victorian e Coroner's
et no the dest o prfesionsl b,
Shane Tuck Followin eebackir

o the Coroner's xpert neosurgeon, the

y eceived

Board has broadened is focus from concusson
0 traumatic brain njury. The Board will

e proactive i addressing any indings and
recommendations handed dovn by the Coroner
s s sleady developed bespoke e
videos for the scctor to e awarencss of

traumatic brsin njury including concusson and
the Board'sreturn o ight srategy. The videos

il b eleased cary n 2024 and viewing them
will become

sdstory requircment of all

registration, cence and permit applications
processes. The video materals will e offred

0 organisaions and asociations working

i amateur settings to cncourage informed
decisions by pariipants and a consistecy in
prevention and management of traumatic brain
injury acros competiion, raining, profesional,
and recressional settings.

The Bosrd has cstablished a Medical Advisory
Sub-Committce that includes Professor Tissa
Wieratne, Neurologis and Dr Chis Barnes,
Hacmatologist and ringsde physician and s
working with ther to considr the cmerging
sccntific evidence asociated with trau
brain injury and contact sports and any potential
mprovements o strengthen conestant sty in

combatsports.

DECEMBER 2023

« Growth in the sport
There has been a healthy increase
inthe number of promotions held
over the st two years, following the
restrctionsimposed by COVID-S.
There was a 35% ncrease inthe
number o promotions supervised
n2022-2023. The Board continues
o supervise about 60 promations
annually that consis predominantly of
professional level as welas  smller
proportion of corporate and amateur
level events (that are not convened by
a recognised amateur association).

The Board is consclous of the need
o ensure that there are suffcient
referees, judges, imekeepers and
tingside doctors to offcate at
promotions and willbe priortising a
focus on pathways and accreditaton of
licensed offcals and ringside medical
officals o ensure a consistency in
standards and procedures. Further
updates about this will b provided in
coming months.

* Assessing faimess in
matchmaking

In ulfling these expectations the
Board s applying a proriy focus to
the criticalassessment o contestant’s
competency as it considers
applications for registration (including
renewals of registation) and proposed
matchups, including those that apply
for exhibitions.

The emerging scientifc evidence
about traumaic brin njury as a result
of repetitve head impacts andis long
term consequences for participants of
combat sportsis a key consideration
informing the Board's decisions about
egistrations and matchups.

* Modernising the registration,
licence and permit system
Adigital registration, icence and
permit system for combat sports in
Victoiais in development that wil
automate and streamine application
processes Itis expected that the
digtal system willbe available mid
2024 and frther updates wllbe
issued over the coming months.
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The Professional Boxing and Combat Sports Board (the Board) i pleased to issue s first update of 2024 as part ofits ongoing
‘commitment to fostering a culture of safety, knowledge, and responsible practices in the sector The Board hopes you enjoyed a
relaxing festive season and looks forward to another vibrant year of promotions.

STATE CORONER’S FINDINGS FOLLOWING THE

SHANE TUCK INQUEST

The Victorian State Coroner handed down
his fincings on 11 December 2023 following

the Inquest nto the death of Shane Tuck. The.
Coroner's findings included recommendations.
thatare diected to the Department of Jobs,

Skill,Industry and Regions and the Board on
maters elating o the exension of regulaion
o capture amatcur boing, placing resrictions

on children and adolescents, investing in

EXHIBITION BOUTS POLICY

The Board has ecenty formalised s polcy
snd spprosch for supervsing cxbibition bouts
as the legiltion prescribes that any exhibiton
of boving,or a combat port that s conducted
for profitis considered ‘professional under
ection 5 of the Profesional Boxing and
Combat Sports Act 1985 which means that

+ Contestants must be regisered and any
proposed match-ups must be considered.
by the Board.

+ Roquestsfor cxhibiton bouts must be
prescnted a the time of submiting the ight
card, it the inclusion of the full names
and dates of birth for contestants

+ Children and young people under the age of
18 years are excluded from participating in
an exhibiion bout egulated by the Board

rescarch and considering changes to rules and
practces in both competiton and taising
sctings. The Board welcomed the State
Coroner'sfindings and is carclully considering
those recommendations that apply ot o that
a formal response can be provided to the State
Coroncr by 11 March 2024

The full report can be found via:
State Coroner’s Findings.

I akdion o these seqirements, it s the
Boards requirement that proposcd cxbibition
bouts are scheduld at the commencment
of a promotion and modifid rulescts vill be
applicd fo all disciplines, with fther detsils
to follows in future cfiions of Bosrd Rounds.
1 you have any questions, or queris about
the cxkibition bouts policy,please contact
the Combat Spors Team vis:
combat.sports@sport.vic.govan

Vale Dr Ash Gordon

The Bosrd has expresed s condolences to
the umily of Dr Ash Gordon. Dr

was a ighly regarded ringside doctor who
had worked alongside the Board and its
officials for many years. He was a very

Gordon

important contributor o safeguarding
contestants a combat sport vents and
hewill be dearly missed by ll those who.
kncw him. The Boare wishes o extend its

condolences o his family

Stakeholder Engagement

The Bosrd will be convening a sris of
forums with a variety of stakcholder groups
over the coming months, commencing on
Tucsday 30 Janary. The forums provide an
opportunty for engagement with you where
you can share insights and communicate
challenges while the Board can commuricate
and explain s prority focus. The forums
will become a regular fixture and the frs
found of cngagement opportunitics are as
follns:

+ Tucsday 30 Jamuary:lccnsed promotors

and matchemakers

+ Tucsday 27 February: icensed tainers

+ Tucsday 19 March:lccmsed refeecs,
judges, an imckecpers.

The Gombat Spors Team vl ssuc

ianitations to these cngagement

opportunities o all elvant liccnce holders.
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Regulatory review of
professional and amateur
‘combat sports in Victoria

coronial findings and the current coronial inquest
imvoling 2 young amatuer boxer have made it
clear that there is a ece o carfully consider

sk o participants in professionsl and amateur
contest and rining environments. There are 3

range of waysyou can participat
o i v ncl

at workshops with KPMG, complton o
short nline surveys and proviion of writin
subsmisions I you have not paticipated and
wat o be nvolved,the contact s WillStapp at

KPMG (wstapp@kpmg.com.au).

Hearing from our
‘community of licence
holders

Easlce thisyear the Bos convened a seris.
from lcence

of discussions o mect and
older, ncluding promoters, eferees,judges
and rsincrs,aboutthe challenges and s that
sportant to them. This was an important
and several keyssuesthat were

apporn
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e e common acros these discussions.
‘Better accessibility 0 Board nformation,
‘policesand key information relevant o ences,
eegitration, prommotion perrits and concs
heakh and sfery were clar call outs. Clarky
svas sought around the Facors hat are drving
the Board's consideration of proposed
‘matcheups ss wellasclesr information in
lstion to pathways and accreditation
requirements applicable to officials sl
support for officials.

The Board intends to cony
of these discusions to crsure it con

\ge and provide opporn
the combat sportscomumunit. The et round
of discusions vill oceurin Novenber this year
and feedback on progres on matiers e will
be provided on an onging bass.

Introducing new Board
member - Uyen Ha

Asa sl ofthe depasture of kg sanding
Board mermber, Mick Ashton who fnished

up it the Bosrd cafi i ea Ms Uyen
Wi Ha has been appeinte by the Miniscr
for Spor, Tourism and Excrts. Win s eied

National Team st ight coach, and Lvyer
‘Wit Wi’ frsthand experience s a conestan,
she brings  pasion about progresing combat
sporsin Vi at sddiion to
the memberdip of the Board. The Board is

0 Mickfo his long service in
pporting the work of the Board and wishes
nwell for the fute.

Priority actions in response to what licence holders called for

Overthe next 12 months, the Board will
take action n relation o the key issues
dentified by the sector as a priorty. This

will commence with the delivery of a digital
platform and an independent website that
will automate the appiication and payment
process for promotion permits, contestant
registrations and licences Short concussion
‘and traumatic brein injury education videos
produced for the combat sports community.
will be integrated nto this cigital pltform as
‘2 mandatory component ofthe application
process. The digial platform will be aunched
in the next few months and willenable
‘amodern and more effciet appiication
process. At the same time the Board will
aunchits independent website that will

provide a gateway to the digital platform
s wellas enable easier access to current
Board nformation and updates about key.
issues that can be shared across the combat
sports sector. Supporting our officils is
‘another key priority that the Board has
‘commenced action on. It has completed a
review of mininim offcials fees that were set
in 2016 and will be engaging with promoters.
to provide opportunities to consider the
proposed updates and provide comment.
The Board is curently exploring options

for proviing officials with uniforms and

the development of a training strategy to
‘ensure tht the broad combat sports sector
is supported by a pool of oficals reevant to
each discipline.

Matchmaking that s premised on the
protection of contestant safety and ensuring
the inegrity of 2 proposed contest is an
important focus forthe Board. The Board
wilissue nformation to assst matchmakers
with the Board's assessment of the adequacy.
‘and suitabilty of proposed match-ups and
‘what factors it considers when seeking
further rationale necessary to ensure the
safeguarding of contestant safety and the
integrity ofthe contest. The Board is akso
extending its efforts to support contestants
to manage their health post competition, by
providing additional advice o drive ncreased
‘awareness of appropriate njury and health
‘management at the time that suspension
periods are notified.
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